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nor as entirely fitted, for the leading role in the Govern-
ment. Still, the moment was too critical to admit of
any long hesitation on his part, and, having been received
in audience by the Emperor on the day after the dis-
solution, he had no choice but to accept the heavy task
imposed upon him. At the same time, he made it a
condition that two of the Ministers, M. Stichinsky
and Prince Schirinsky-Schihmatoff, who had made
themselves conspicuously odious by their reactionary
tendencies, should be dismissed at once. He also re-
served expressly the right to further alter the character
of the Cabinet by adding members of the Douma and
the Council of the Empire, in accordance with our
original plan.
The situation was unnecessarily complicated by the
thoughtless attitude adopted by a great number of
the deputies, an attitude for which I hold the Cadet
Party responsible, for it was that party that virtually
controlled the Douma. On this occasion, as was often
the case, unfortunately, the leaders of the Cadets, and
especially M. Milioukoff, conducted themselves as
doctrinaires devoid of a true sense of the practical side
of politics, with the result that their party voluntarily
missed the chance to play a part at that juncture of
circumstances, which would have brought them naturally
into power, had they known how to meet the situation
with calmness and moderation.
The ukase pronouncing the dissolution announced at
the same time that the next Douma would be convoked
on March 5th, 1907. This provision characterized the
Emperor's act as rightful for any constitutional Sovereign
aad in entire accordance with the charter of 1905.
The sole flaw was the omission to fix a date for the new
elections, but this was only an error of form, and was